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Pastor Kenneth shared about some of the unique neighbors that he and Ari had in their early years 

of marriage and talked about a neighbor who stole a special anniversary gift that Ari never 

received.  

Pastor Kenneth stated that how he saw people after the theft affected the way he treated them.  

Neighbors can be difficult, but God places us among our neighbors for a reason, to point them to 

Him.  

➔ Has one of your neighbors ever taken something that was yours or borrowed something 

and not return it?  Did this make you think differently about them?  

➔ Who in your neighborhood does God want you to point to Him?  

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at 

the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came 

and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, 

“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” On hearing this, Jesus 

said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this 

means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners.”  

In the text, we see four things:  

 

Tax collectors have never been popular. In Jesus’ time tax collectors were hated because they 
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exploited their own people to make themselves 

rich and collected their taxes for a hated enemy, 

the Romans.  

➔ Who in our society might be placed in the 

same category by religious people as the tax 

collector?   

➔ Who in our society might be guilty of 

exploiting people to make themselves rich?  

When Jesus walked up to Matthew and uttered 

these famous words, “follow me” Matthew’s 

response was immediate and life-changing; he 

got up and followed. He left his post and his 

position with Rome behind to follow a homeless 

man named Jesus.  This is the amazing grace of Jesus. Jesus invites someone to follow Him who 

is hated and an outsider.  

➔ What do you think Matthew felt like when he followed Jesus?  

➔ Who do you need to see as Jesus sees them?  

➔ Who do you need to invite to experience God’s amazing grace?  

 

We don’t know what happened, but we know the outcome. Matthew held a dinner and invited his 

friends, both old and new, to come and meet Jesus. Jesus did something in Matthew, and Matthew 

had to share it with his friends. He couldn’t keep it to himself.  

➔ With whom will you share what Jesus has done in your life? 

➔ What steps will you take to do it?   

➔ How can we help you be accountable to follow the plan?  

 

Matthew hosts a dinner and then the Pharisees showed up. They 

asked the question: “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 

and sinners?” Religious people who have received grace can 
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sometimes be the most graceless people around. Religion that destroys keeps people out while 

Jesus wants people in.  The text for the message immediately follows the healing of the paralyzed 

man where the teachers of the law accused Jesus of blasphemy after he had healed a man and 

declared his sins to be forgiven. (Matthew 9:1-8) 

➔ How does Jesus’ healing of the paralytic man also demonstrate how Jesus saw people 

differently?   

➔ How do these two passages demonstrate that the Pharisees were interested in keeping 

people out and/or destroying them?   

➔ To whom do you need to extend grace instead of judgment? How can we help you do 

that?  

 

In this passage, Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6. Hosea is a book that revolves around Hosea’s task of 

showing Israel the heart of God, broken by their hardness and sin. Jesus, talking to those who 

thought they were teachers, said, “Go and learn the heart of God. Then you will understand why I 

sit with sinners.” 

➔ How do you see your neighbors?  What steps do you need to take to bless them, get to 

know them, introduce them to Jesus?  

➔ How can your life show your neighbor that God’s grace is available to him/her?  

➔ How will you share your faith with your neighbors? 

➔ Are there actions or practices in your life that hurt your neighbors instead of showing 

God’s grace? 

➔ What in God’s heart will empower you to see others as He sees them? 

 


