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Pastor Chelsea opened with the story of Cecilia Giménez, a woman from Borja, Spain who noticed 

one day that a nearly 100-year-old piece of art at her church was in decaying and in danger of ruin. 

Giménez decided something needed to be done and began the process of restoring the piece, a 

portrait of Jesus before Pilate called Ecce Homo.  

Despite having good motives and the right tools and supplies, Giménez failed in her task. Instead 

of enhancing the image of Christ, she ended up butchering the piece. It became a poorly done 

copy, indistinguishable, and — after going viral online — a laughingstock.  

➔ Have you ever started out a project with the best of intentions, only to have everything go 

sideways? What did you do afterwards? Did you try again or give up? 

This message marked the first in our new series called “Be the Church.” In this series, we’ll be 

examining what the church is supposed to look and be like. A question we’ll revisit throughout the 

series is: If Parkgate became a YMCA tomorrow, would the YMCA have more impact in the 

community than Parkgate? 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just 

as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a 

fragrant aroma. (NASB) 

Paul says in this passage that imitators of God walk in love and, like Christ, produce a fragrant 

aroma. This is vastly different than the world around us. 
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➔ When you think of a fragrant aroma, what thoughts come to mind?  

➔ What is the normal response to a fragrant aroma? 

 ➔ How do imitators of God produce a fragrant aroma?  

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 

through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he 

is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all 

his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things 

on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Paul amplifies three main points in these six verses:  

1. Jesus is Lord; 

2. Jesus is Lord over creation; 

3. Jesus is Lord over the church. 

Paul knew that everyone worships someone or something. Every one of us gives someone or 

something first place in our life. Paul was determined that for the church in Colossae, Jesus be 

given that position. Parkgate’s staff is determined that we also give Jesus the position and rank of 

Lord of Parkgate.  

Christ as the head of the church and the believers as the body are to remain in alignment with one 

another. This is accomplished when the body treats Jesus as Lord. When the head of the church 

and the church body are out of alignment — in other words, when anything or anyone  is Lord over 

the church except for Jesus — it is cause for serious concern.  

Pastor Chelsea presented three ways  we can assess whether Jesus is truly the Lord of our lives.  

 

Pastor Chelsea said that we can accept Jesus as our Savior and not have him as Lord. It’s easy to 

accept Jesus as our Savior, because that means he has dominion over sin, despair, and death. It’s 

trickier for us to accept Jesus as Lord. Treating Jesus as Lord means we let him call the shots. It 

means we surrender to his will and way in our lives, even if it makes us uncomfortable.   

➔ Are there any areas in your life where you have not surrendered to Jesus — where you 

aren’t letting him call the shots? 
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➔ What would it look like for you to surrender this area to Jesus? What accountability 

might you need to establish in order for this to happen?  

 

When Jesus is Lord, we serve him.  We serve him because we love him and he is not Lord unless 

we serve him. The church cannot operate if the members of the body are not serving. On any given 

Sunday at Parkgate, there are dozens of folks serving in a variety of ways to ensure our church can 

bless the community. However, at the same time, many folks do not serve at all. Pastor Chelsea 

encouraged those who might not be serving to get plugged in.  

➔ Are you currently serving Jesus? How? 

➔ If you are currently serving, is there another place God is also calling you to serve? 

➔ If you are not currently serving, what gifts do you have that might be used to serve Jesus 

at Parkgate? What next steps do you need to take? 

 

 

Pastor/author Kevin DeYoung writes about looking at 

Jesus through various lenses that make Jesus 

someone we’re more comfortable with because he 

looks, thinks, and acts like us. The trouble with this is it 

gives us an incomplete and incorrect picture of who 

Jesus is.  

➔ What dangers might emerge from only looking 

at Jesus through the lens of our personal 

preference? 

What lens do you use to look at Jesus through? Do you look at him through your preference 

of a political party, celebrity, or another person’s ideas? 

➔ How can you hold yourself accountable to remove that lens?  


