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Pastor Kenneth talked about doing chores while a child and admitted that he often asked, “What 

benefit is it to me?” and “What is in it for me?” 

➔ Do you think these are questions that people sometimes ask about serving in the 

church? 

➔ Why do you serve in the church? 

➔ Is why you serve the church different from why Jesus wants us to serve? Why or why 

not? 

The text is Philippians 2:1-11. Many consider it to be an early hymn or creed of the early church. In 

it we see the humility of Christ, the crucifixion of Christ, and the exultation of Christ, all in a few 

sentences. Stephen Backhouse in a short video presentation provides reasons why this hymn is 

one of the earliest writing of Christians (before Paul and before the Gospels). 

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with 

Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 

and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 

Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but 

each of you to the interests of the others.  

In these four verses, Paul makes an appeal for the church to: 

1. Live in unity (Philippians 2:1-2): Christians are united together in our love for Christ and 

https://youtu.be/Tu6W9ungGNU
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each other. 

2. Live in humility (Philippians 2:3): This means not wanting your way at the expense of 

someone else and not having an inflated opinion of yourself. 

3. Live with the interest of others in mind (Philippians 2:4): This doesn’t mean you don’t 

matter. This means others in the community may come first. 

This letter is written to the Philippian church members who Paul calls God’s holy people in 

Philippians 1:1 and who, in Philippians 1:5, Paul thanks God for because of their partnership in the 

Gospel.  

➔ How do living in unity, living in humility and living with the interest of others in mind 

demonstrate the Philippians’ partnership in the Gospel and a lifestyle of holiness? 

➔ How would this lifestyle be different than those in the world around the Philippian 

church? 

Paul writes this letter to the church in Philippi which was a Roman colony and operated under 

Roman law. In the Roman world, the emperors were considered to be little gods.  Backhouse 

points out that the leadership of Christ empowered others because as a leader Christ operated a 

way that was a complete contrast to the Roman rulers of that day. Jesus served others by not 

forcing his agenda on them and meeting their needs. Many citizens of Philippi were citizens of 

Rome. The Greeks living in Rome were not citizens. Many names in Philippians are Greek names 

which means Paul was not talking to Roman citizens.  

Paul encourages the Philippian Church and us to develop a few things.  

 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 

Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something 

to be used to his own advantage …  

An important theological concept in this passage is the Incarnation of Christ (he is the eternal Son 

and was with the Father before time began. (John 1:1) Having the “very nature God” is the 

equivalent of having equality with God. Jesus exists as God in the Trinity: God the Father, God the 

Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Remarkably, Christ didn’t use His “equality with God” (which he 

already possessed) to hold onto his privileges at all costs. It was not something to be grasped, to 

be kept and exploited for his own benefit or advantage. Instead, he had a mindset of service. In 

humility, he counted the interests of others as more significant than his own. (Philippians 2:3-4) 
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Christianity is God’s attempt to reach down to humanity, and it all begins with the incarnation, the 

birth of Jesus.  

➔ How is the leadership of Christ different than that of the leaders of the Roman 

government in the world around the Philippian Christians? 

➔ How would Christ’s leadership encourage the members of the Philippian church who 

were not Roman citizens?  

➔ If you were a member of the Philippian church and saw Christ with all his power, put the 

interest of others before his own interest what would your response to his leadership be? 

➔ How do Paul’s words in Romans 12:2 apply to the 

Philippian church and to us? What steps do you need to take 

to begin to renew your mind?  

Followers of Jesus develop the mind of Christ. Every temptation, 

sin, and action begins in the mind, so part of the holiness process 

involves renewing or purifying the mind. That’s why Paul told us in 

Romans 12:2, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

 

… rather, he made himself nothing by taking 

the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

He did not cling to his rights but chose to obey the Father by 

serving humanity. Jesus became a human. That means He got 

tired, hungry, and thirsty. He was tempted and experienced 

suffering. Jesus humbled Himself by becoming human. Humility is 

sometimes seen as weakness and shunned. While the Greeks, 

Romans, and even folks today look down on humility, humility is a 

central virtue of the Christian faith. 

➔ What does it say about God that he would send His son to serve humankind as a human? 

How does this contrast to the Roman rulers who thought of themselves as “little gods”?  

➔ How does this strengthen your faith? 
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And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death — even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the 

highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

The result of the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus was 

His glorification and exultation. Christ is at the highest place, and 

at His name, every knee shall bow, and every tongue will confess 

that he is Lord. 

➔ How would the exultation of Christ encourage the 

Philippian church to serve others when this was not the mindset of those around them? 

➔ How does it encourage you to serve?  

➔ How can you serve those you encounter every day outside of the church? 

Christ served with his mind, his humility, and his obedience. That’s what Jesus did for us, and if He 

did that for us, He wants us to do that for others.  

➔ How does your life make a difference in the lives of others?  

➔ Where will you serve? What steps do you need to take to begin this service? How can we 

help you be accountable to keeping this commitment?  


