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Pastor Kenneth shared a story about a homeless man walking into a church and asking for help.  

While four of the people in the group wanted to help the fifth person did not.  In fact, he didn’t even 

look at the homeless person.   

➔ Have you ever been in a situation where someone unfamiliar to you asked you for help in 

some form or another? What did you do?   

➔ Have you ever been the person that isn’t looked at or 

helped?  What did you feel like? What would you want to 

say to the person who ignored you?   

Parkgate’s mission statement is: Love God. Love People. Love 

Now.  

➔ How do you think we are doing in fulfilling our mission 

statement?  How are you doing as a family or individual?   

Jesus came from Heaven to earth because He loved. What will 

you do?  Love is what matters, and if love is not what we are about, then we're not acting like 

Christ's church. People who receive the love of Christ extend the love of Christ. 

Today’s big idea is: Those who are loved love. 

 When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is glorified and God 

is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will 

glorify him at once. My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, 

and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. A new 
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command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

Simon Peter asked him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus replied, "Where I am going, 

you cannot follow now, but you will follow later." Peter asked, "Lord, why can't I follow you 

now? I will lay down my life for you." Then Jesus answered, "Will you really lay down your 

life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!” 

In this passage, Jesus drops a bomb on his disciples. After they had spent years with Jesus, 

serving Him, listening to Him, sacrificing for Him, and doing what He says, He now tells them He is 

leaving. Jesus' time with the disciples is coming to an end. What a shock this was for them to hear.  

It was so shocking that Peter missed some important things that Jesus said to the disciples.   

➔ Have you ever been so shocked by what someone has said to you that you completely 

miss or do not hear some important things that are being said?  For example, your boss 

that you really get along well with calls a department meeting to tell you that the entire 

department is being reorganized and your boss will not be your boss anymore? Or a pastor 

who led you to the Lord and discipled you in your Christian walk announces that he is 

leaving to accept a new pastorate several states away?  

Likely you missed hearing somethings that were said in either of these conversations and are glad 

that someone wrote it down so you could go back and read it again.  This happened to Peter in this 

morning’s passage.   These two verses contain three important truths for the disciples and for us.  

 

 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another … " The command is love one another and this command to love would 

become the central quality of the Christian faith.  

Pastor Kenneth shared an illustration of what love is not. He explained that the words “If you really 

loved me, you would … ” are not words of love, but words of manipulation.   

➔ Have you ever said something to a person you loved and used these words? Have you 

ever had these words said to you?   

➔ Parents, what do you tell your children when they use these words on you?  How do you 

teach them that the words, “If you really loved me, you would …” are not indicators of love?   

 “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your 

people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD … ”  This command to love others is 
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found all the way back in the book of Leviticus. What's new about the command Jesus gave?  

• A new object of love - the Levitical command focused on "neighbor," which was 

reduced to loving good Jews who were worthy and righteous. Jesus changes "neighbor" 

to "one another." The focus is now not just on those whom you deem worthy but on 

anyone around you.  

• A new quality of love - There is emphasis with the words, "As I have loved you." How 

did Jesus show love for us? He served us; He sacrificed for us; He died for us. 

To show love for his disciples, Jesus washed their feet (a servant’s job) before they ate their last 

meal with each other and then he died for them on the cross.   

➔ How do you show love and service to others?  Whose feet do you wash? Have you ever 

served another person just to serve them (and Jesus) and not told others about it?  

 

When Jesus gives a command; He always provides the power to keep it. Jesus fills us with His 

Holy Spirit and enables us to love each other. As God pours His love into our lives, we pour His 

love out of our lives. Jesus fills us up with His love; from that love, we love others.  

Pastor Kenneth shared an example from the life of Pachomius, a 4th century Roman solder who 

was fed by Christians while waiting by the Nile River for transport.  The Christians were serving the 

enemy, the hated Roman soldiers. This made a lasting impression, and Pachomius vowed to 

investigate Christianity further when he got out of the army. When he got out of the army, he began 

to explore Christianity, converted in 313, and became the Father of one of the early monastic 

movements.  The Christians who loved Pachomius and his fellow soldiers were enabled to love 

because they had seen the example of Jesus.   They were loved, so they loved.   

➔ Has there been a Pachomius in your life whose example challenged your thinking 

because his life was so different from others around you?   

➔ Have you ever been a Pachomius in someone else’s life?  

 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another." 

Three times in two verses, Jesus uses the words "one another." This isn't a suggestion. It's who we 

are and what we do. Like Jesus, we are people of love. Those who are loved love. 
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A study by the Barna Research group indicated that non-Christians viewed Christians as narrow 

minded, homophobic, misogynistic, racist, and uptight. In study after study, Christians are known 

more for what we are against than what we are for. 

➔ What images of Christians do you hear about in your neighborhood, workplace, or social 

circles?  Do these images make you uncomfortable enough to do something about the 

image or demonstrate to those around you that the image is false?  

One reason Christianity exploded in the first couple of centuries 

after the crucifixion of Jesus was because of how Christians loved 

each other. People who became Christians in the first couple of 

centuries and still in parts of the world today are often ostracized.  

Pastor Kenneth told a story about Christians in India who brought 

all their clothes with them to their baptism.  When asked why, the 

local pastor explained it is because they will be kicked out of their 

family after their baptism. 

➔ Do you know someone who is a Christian who no longer 

has a family home to go home to?  

➔ What changes came about in your life when you accepted Christ?  

➔ How do you love those who do not share your Christian commitment in your 

neighborhood, workplace, or social circles? How do you love those with differing views on 

your social media pages?   

Pastor Kenneth shared one final story that showed how a now closed church had lost its focus on 

loving people. Those who are loved love. 

➔ What would people viewing Parkgate think about our focus?  Are we focused on loving 

our community?  

➔ How are you going to demonstrate the focus of our mission statement this week?  

 


