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In Acts 1, Jesus tells the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the promise and gift of the Holy Spirit. 

They wait and they replace Judas with Matthias. (Acts 1:26) In Acts 2, the Day of Pentecost comes 

and the Holy Spirit descends and empowers them to do the Lord’s work. People from all over the 

known were witnesses to the empowering and to hear Peter’s sermon where 3,000 people 

surrendered to Christ and were baptized. 

This brings us to today’s text, Acts 2:42-47. 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and 

signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day 

they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 

ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

Our text gives us four indicators or markers of a healthy church, and a church that impacts the 

world around it.  

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching …  

The “they” in this passage are the 3,000 who had just surrendered to Christ who they knew very 

little and they knew even less about what it meant to be a disciple (follower). They were devoted to 

teaching and to learning. The goal of the teaching/learning act was life transformation of the 

disciples and the new believers in their minds, hearts, and behaviors.  This teaching requires 

studying daily. The apostles taught daily what they had learned from Jesus. The new believers 
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learned something each day.  

➔ Spend a moment reflecting upon what you knew about Jesus when you become a 

Christian. How does that knowledge compare to what you know about Jesus today? 

➔ Since the time you became a Christian, what behaviors and practices have changed in 

your life? 

➔ What disciplines do you practice daily to continue to receive spiritual nourishment?  

➔ Who are you teaching others about Jesus every day? Who do you teach the Bible to on a 

regular basis? 

➔ What can we do to help you begin teaching others or sharing your faith with others?  

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and to prayer. All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  

They took care of each other, loved each other, and did life together.  

The word fellowship is the Greek word koinonia, and when the Bible said they had “everything in 

common” is the root word koine, from koinonia. We don’t have an English word for koinonia, and 

the word doesn’t appear in any of the Gospels. Here in the book of Acts, it’s translated as 

fellowship, but this is far more than a social activity. Here are three examples of koinonia used in 

other verses.  

For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the 

poor among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem.  

Koinonia is translated as contribution – a fellowship in the sharing or contributing to the needs of 

others.  

Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others 

will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, 

and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.  

Koinonia is translated as generosity – a fellowship of giving abundantly to those in need  

I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in 

deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ.  
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Koinonia is translated as partnership – a fellowship joining others for a common goal. 

A healthy church is marked by giving to those in need, fellowship, togetherness, generosity, and 

partnership for the sake of the Kingdom. In other words, we are devoted to each other and 

sacrificially serve each other, meet together, break bread together and devote ourselves to each 

other. Pastor Kenneth gave a powerful illustration of a couple with a disfigured baby as he 

concluded this point.   

➔ How are you living out your Christian faith by sharing with others sacrificially? 

➔ How are you generously giving to those in need inside and outside of the church? Giving 

can be in time, talent, or resources?  

➔ How are you partnering with other believers? Are you a member of a group that supports 

you like the couples in Pastor Kenneth’s illustration supported the baby’s parents? Do you 

sit with someone who just needs someone to sit with them or cry with those who are 

weeping?  

This devotion to God is demonstrated in 

prayer and in worship.  

Prayer is both corporate prayer, together 

with other believers, and individual prayer. 

Prayer happens when we communicate 

with God.  

A healthy church is devoted to God 

through worship. Worship is simply 

responding to who God is and what He has 

done.  

Our text indicates that when they 

worshiped they enjoyed the favor of others. God continued to add to their number. As they lived life 

together, others were attracted to them and God added to their number.  

➔ When do you pray? Does your prayer life need to be strengthened? How can we help you 

do this?  
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➔ How do you worship God besides on Sunday morning? Is there something we can do to 

help you worship God more for who He is and what He has done in your life?  

➔ Do you know that not only that you know God but that He knows you? Do you know how 

much God wants you as His friend?  

And the Lord added to their number daily those 

who were being saved .  

Implied in these words is the commitment to be on a mission and 

sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our context tells us that Jesus 

told the church in Acts 1:8 to be His witnesses, Peter just preached a 

whopper of a sermon, and 3,000 people came to faith. The early 

church was devoted to sharing the good news with the world. A 

church that is not committed to sharing the good news of Jesus with 

the world is a church that is not doing its job.  

➔ What or what are you devoted to? How is that demonstrated in and to the world around 

you?   

➔ What would it look like for Parkgate to engage in the same mission as the early church?  


