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Pastor Kenneth began the sermon by showing us a photo of a church that has died and has been 

turned into a marina. Other churches have become museums or 

houses. This illustrated the point that these churches that died 

and had become irrelevant to the community surrounding them. 

This has not just happened in the United Kingdom, in the past 10 

years 20 Church of God congregations have closed in Texas.  

Our question this morning centers on what a Christ-honoring 

Church looks like, and we find that in the letter James wrote to 

Jewish Christians living outside of Jerusalem. James wrote his 

letter to encourage the Christians to live in a way that was 

consistent with what they had learned in Christ. In his epistle James provides three marks of true or 

faithful religion, a faith that that lines up with the teachings of Christ. It is important to note that 

when James uses the word religion he is referring to people who fear and worship God. People like 

us.  

Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein 

on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. Religion that God our 

Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 

distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” 

Just prior to this morning’s text, James wrote, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says.” (James 1:22) James then tells us three ways Christians can do 

what the word says. 
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Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on 

their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.  

James is telling us that a transformed heart produces transformed words. Jesus said the same 

thing in Matthew 15:18: “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”   

As he told a story about Michael, Pastor Kenneth illustrated that Michael knew which word to not 

use in talking about someone else. He then gave us a list from the Bible of how not to speak and 

how to speak.  

HOW NOT TO SPEAK: 

• Do not gossip. (Proverbs 16:28) 

• Do not tell lies. (Exodus 23:1)  

• Do not use obscene words or foul language. (Colossians 3:8)  

• Do not think we can say “just kidding” to cover up wrongful words. (Proverbs 26:18-19)  

• Do not use phrases like “oh my god” or “Jesus Christ” as casual expressions – do not 

use His name in vain or treat His Holy name as a causal thing. (Deuteronomy 5:11)  

• Do not engage in meaningless debates. (Titus 3:9) 

• Do not use words that divide church. (Titus 3:10-11) 

HOW TO SPEAK: 

• Speak truthful words. (Ephesians 4:15)  

• Speak gracious words. (Colossians 4:6)  

• Speak encouraging words. (1 Thessalonians 5:11)  

• Speak loving words. (1 Corinthians 13:1) 

• Speak thankful words. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

• Speak worshipful words. (Psalm 59:16-17)  

➔ Which of these might you need to work on in your life?  

➔ Which ones are present on your social media account?  

➔ Which ones would others use to describe your speech? 
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➔ Does your conversation build people up and honor God or does it tear people down and 

dishonor Jesus?  

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look 

after orphans and widows in their distress.  

James tells us that a worthwhile faith means that we care for those who need our help. In James’ 

day, these were orphans and widows. Today these are the people who are powerless in society. 

People who do not have clean water to drink, widows, single parents, people who have needs. 

Here is the big idea this morning: True religion does for others what they cannot do for you. A 

worthwhile faith makes a difference in the lives of people who cannot pay you back, and that’s ok 

because it is God who blesses and God who sees and God who is honored by your sacrifice.  

Pastor Kenneth presented us with the powerful picture that if a family from each congregation in 

the United States fostered a child than all the foster children would be cared for, and if and if one in 

three congregations had a family adopt a child, then the children waiting to be adopted would no 

longer be waiting. In the Book of Isaiah, the prophet wrote: When you spread out your hands in 

prayer, I hide my eyes from you; even when you offer many prayers, I am not listening. Your 

hands are full of blood! Wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my 

sight; stop doing wrong. Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the 

cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow. (Isaiah 1:15-17)  

Throughout the Bible, God is concerned with the plight of the poor. He cares about those who have 

no power and are in need.   

➔ How do you care for orphans and widows? 

➔ How do you care for those who are in distress? 

➔ How well do you do for others what they cannot do for you? 

➔ How can your community group care for others?  

Here are two organizations that can help you care for those who are in need by sponsoring a child 

or contributing to their work as a whole: Compassion International and Children of Promise.  

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look 

after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 

https://www.compassion.com/
https://www.childrenofpromise.global/
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world.  

A faith in Jesus that is worthwhile changes our conduct. We are not corrupted by the world’s 

values, behaviors, and temptations. Instead, we walk in holiness and in the will and ways of God. 

We show we are not polluted when we do not show favoritism. The world honors the rich and 

neglects the poor, and in chapter 2, James tells us that if we’re not careful, we’ll do the same thing. 

The problem with that is in this world’s system, you honor, respect, and treat well the person who 

can benefit you the most. Jesus calls us to a different way of living: 

True religion does for others what they cannot do for you. 

Pastor Kenneth shared an illustration from the director of Word 

Made Flesh that showed how a church ignored a poor person in 

need and that church was less than five feet from where the dying 

man lay on the ground under a blanket in a terrible state. The 

church’s sign said “All are welcome” yet the gate was closed and the 

man was lying in the street dying.  

➔ What will you do to bless those around you? (Not those who can bless you in return, but 

those who cannot.) 

➔ If Parkgate closed its door today and became a YMCA tomorrow, would the YMCA have 

more of an impact on this community than Parkgate?  

 

We concluded by hearing this song by Bryan Jeffery Leech. Read the powerful words.  

Let your heart be broken for a world in need: 

Feed the mouths that hunger, Soothe the wounds that bleed. 

Give the cup of water and the loaf of bread. 

Be the hands of Jesus, serving in his stead. 

 

Blest to be a blessing, Privileged to care, 

Challenged by the need apparent everywhere. 

Where the world is wanting, Fill the vacant place, 

Be the means through which the Lord 

Reveals His grace. 

https://wordmadeflesh.org
https://wordmadeflesh.org

