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Pastor Chelsea Haines • November 27, 2022 

Pastor Chelsea shared that when she and Jacob decorate their home for Christmas she loves 

opening up an old shoe box with special ornaments inside and remembering the story behind each 

one. This helps her prepare for the advent season because those memories help her enter the 

advent season with gratitude and wonder rather than haste and hurry. 

➔ What happens when you decorate your tree or home with Christmas ornaments? Is it a hurry 

up and get it done process or is it filled with memories and thoughts of those who gave you 

special things?  

➔ Do you have ornaments that are very precious and create a special memory for you? What 

does it feel like when you remember the memory?  

➔ How does this help you prepare for the celebration of Christ’s arrival?  

Sunday, November 27 was the first Sunday of advent. Advent is the term that describes the season 

leading up to Christmas, where we prepare our hearts for the celebration of Christ’s arrival. This 

advent season at Parkgate, the pastoral staff is inviting you to rediscover Christmas by revisiting 

several passages of Scripture we often hear this time of year, but finding fresh truths by looking at 

them from a slightly different perspective.  

The text this week looks at the man who predicted Christmas, the prophet Isaiah, and one of his 

most famous prophecies about the coming Messiah.  

Isaiah’s prophetic ministry spanned the reigns of four kings of Judah – Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 

Hezekiah (a time span of 40 – 60 years). As with the other prophets in the Bible, Isaiah was tasked 

with delivering the difficult message to the people that their ongoing immoral, idolatrous behaviors 
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would now bring about God’s judgment. God had called His people back to a life of righteousness 

and justice time and again – but time and again, they had refused. Isaiah’s message was given to 

the nation of Judah. In the midst of judgment, hope emerges as God makes a way for His people to 

be reconciled to Him.  

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the 

past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor 

Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan –  

The people walking in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

 a light has dawned.  

You have enlarged the nation  

 and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you  

 as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as warriors rejoice 

 when dividing the plunder.  

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

 you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

 the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor. 

Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning,  

 will be fuel for the fire. 

For unto us a child is born,  

 to us a son is given, 

 and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Isaiah wrote these words telling about Christ’s birth 700 years before Christ was born. Just as 

Isaiah wants to prepare the hearts of his audience for the coming Messiah, the advent season is 

designed to prepare our hearts for the celebration of Christ’s arrival.  
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Our big idea this morning is: We rediscover Christmas when we prepare our hearts for Christmas.  

As things demand our attention this Christmas season there are four questions that we can ask 

ourselves to help us rediscover the wonder and gratitude of this season. These four questions will 

help us not focus on the demands of the busy schedule, the tasks to accomplish, and issues that 

are much bigger than general holiday busyness but on the wonder and gratitude of Christmas. 

These questions will help us not miss the purpose of advent – to prepare our hearts for the coming 

Messiah.  

Isaiah paints a beautiful image of light bursting through the darkness.  

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 

deep darkness a light has dawned. 

Pastor Chelsea shared about the challenges that sailors on an aircraft carrier face as they learn the 

layout of and learn to walk the flight deck in complete darkness because the light from a flashlight 

could be seen by the enemy seven miles away. Light is powerful and changes the way we see 

things.  

Even the smallest shred of light completely changes a dark space. It reveals and illuminates, even if 

it’s just ever so slightly. It changes the way we see things.  

➔ As you prepare your hearts for Christmas, how might things change if you actively look for the 

light of Christ? 

➔ Have you ever been in a completely dark place when someone lit a flashlight or a match? How 

did it change the place?  

➔ What would it look like for you to train your eyes to look for God’s light instead of becoming 

overwhelmed by the darkness?  

➔ Pastor Chelsea told a story about the late Senator John McCain who found light while a 

prisoner of war during the Vietnam War. What would it look like for you to look for the light of 

Christ in your present circumstances?  

In this passage Isaiah references a battle that took place between Israel and Midian.  

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
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The narrative of Gideon’s victory was likely passed down 

from generation to generation and was familiar to the 

Israelite people. By referencing it here, Isaiah gave the 

people hope that God can and will move in similar ways in 

the future.  

Pastor Chelsea shared that when she is overwhelmed by 

anxiety, one of the most helpful things is to recall the 

ways God has been faithful to her before and to focus on 

what she knows to be true of God. 

➔ Do you anticipate or believe that God will move in your 

life? Do you expect Him to work in and through all of 

life’s circumstances?  

➔ Can you recall a time when you remembered the ways God has been faithful in your life and it 

helped you get through a difficult time?  

➔ Is there a particular Scriptural narrative that helps you when you are anxious?  

The next question we can ask ourselves as we rediscover Christmas by preparing our hearts for the 

hope of Christ this advent season is if we are submitting to Christ’s 

sovereignty.  

For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 

the government will be on his shoulders. 

Isaiah is telling us that this Jesus, who will come as a human child 

and is also God’s Son, has the government on his shoulders. 

Because of Jesus, we can have new life. That’s the hope of 

Christmas. That’s what Isaiah is speaking about here. And notice the 

word choice – to us a child is born, to us a son is given. God sent His 

own son, Jesus, to die on our behalf. Our response is to surrender and submit to Christ’s 

sovereignty. This means completely relinquishing control because He is in control of all things. 

➔ How do you respond to the fact that God gave up His Son so that we could have life? 

➔ What is something that you may not be fully submitting to Jesus’ sovereignty? 

 

I've seen You move, 

You move the mountains  

And I believe I'll see You do it 
again. 

You made a way, where there 
was no way 

And I believe I'll see You do it 
again.  

-Elevation Worship 

If I don’t surrender to 
God, I will surrender 

to things. 

-E. Stanley Jones 
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In this final portion of our passage, Isaiah presents us with four names for the Messiah. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace. 

➔ When facing with making life-altering decisions, do you believe that Jesus is your Wonderful 

Counselor, ready to speak through his Holy Spirit to guide you? 

➔ When disaster threatens you – be it natural, medical, relational, financial, – do you believe that 

Jesus is the Mighty God, already in control? 

➔ When you fall back into the same patterns of sin and addiction and brokenness, do you believe 

that Jesus is the Everlasting Father, who, when we confess our sins, is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness? 

➔ When anxiety is overwhelming and the future is anything but certain, do you believe that Jesus 

is the Prince of Peace and can give us rest for our weary souls? 

➔ How might you rediscover Christmas this year if you really believed that Jesus is who 

Scripture says he is? 

Make this advent season different by rediscovering Christmas by preparing your hearts for 

Christmas. And that starts with intentional introspection, first making sense of who Christ is and 

who we are in him before we try and take on the world.  

Ask yourself these four heart questions as you begin to rediscover Christmas: 

1. Am I looking for the light of Christ? 

2. Am I anticipating that God will move? 

3. Am I submitting to Christ’s sovereignty? 

4. Am I believing Jesus is who Scripture says He is? 

As you ponder these questions, you may want to listen to the song we concluded the service with 

today.  

Make Room  

Here is where I lay it down 

Every burden, every crown 

This is my surrender 

https://youtu.be/Qt0ziGaDkKE
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This is my surrender 

Here is where I lay it down 

Every lie and every doubt 

This is my surrender 

And I will make room for You 

To do whatever You want to 

To do whatever You want to 

I will make room for You 

To do whatever You want to 

To do whatever You want to Jesus. 

Have Your way, have Your way Jesus 

Have Your way with us 

Have Your way with us, ooh 

We surrender 

We surrender 

Jesus 

Have Your way Jesus 

Shake up the ground of all my tradition 

Break down the walls of all my religion 

Your way is better 

Your way is better 

Here is where I lay it down 

You are all I'm chasing now 

This is my surrender 

This is my surrender 

 

 

 

 

 


