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 [Jesus speaking:] “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult 

you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and 

be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.” 

Our text is taken from the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus is teaching 

the crowds in a portion of Scripture known as the Beatitudes. (Matthew 

5:1-12) Notice that each of the beatitudes begins with the words “Blessed 

are...”   The Greek definition of the word “blessed” comes from the word 

makários. This describes a believer as being in an enviable position for 

receiving God's provisions (favor) – as an extension of His grace. One 

author states that "blessed are" implies a current spiritual state of 

happiness or well-being. In other words, Jesus was saying "divinely happy and fortunate are those 

who possess these inward qualities." While speaking of a current "blessedness," each 

pronouncement also promised a future reward. The Beatitude we are looking at this morning is the 

last in the series. This beatitude was paraphrased to read, “Blessed are those daring enough to 

openly live for Christ and suffer persecution, for they will receive the kingdom of heaven,” by author 

Mary Fairchild. 

➔ What do you think of this definition of being blessed?    

➔ How is it different from the world’s view of being blessed?  
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As we look at the world today, we realize that persecution is a somewhat normal experience for 

many Christians.   When we follow Jesus we may find that  people looking down on us, rejecting 

us, or mocking us. We may get kicked out of our family, lose a job, lose our land, or losing our 

freedom. We may get attacked or killed. Sunday, November 6 was the International Day of Prayer 

for the Persecuted Church and we joined with Christians all over the world praying for those who 

are persecuted.    

➔ Have you ever experienced persecution for your faith?  What was your response? 

Pastor Kenneth shared the story of Vijayesh Lal, who asked American Christians to not pray that 

the persecution stops because persecution advances the mission of Jesus! He asked instead that 

we pray that they will have the courage to withstand it. Vijayesh wanted the kingdom of God to 

advance so badly that he was willing to suffer for it, to sacrifice for it. The question for us is: What 

do you want so badly that you're willing to suffer for it? or Do you want the will of God in 

your life so badly that you're willing to suffer or sacrifice for it?   

➔ What do you want so badly that you're willing to suffer for it? 

➔ Do you want the will of God in your life so badly that you're willing to suffer or sacrifice 

for it?   

Our text is clear.  Those who are persecuted will be rewarded in heaven, and our response to 

persecution is not to pray not to have it, but to rely on God during it. The text uses the words 

“rejoice” and “be glad” not in the sense of being happy but in the sense of knowing that we are 

becoming more dependent upon Jesus. 

We prayed corporately and can continue to pray for the persecuted church in these three ways:  

1. Pray that the persecuted church would remain faithful. 

 You, Lord, hear the desire of the afflicted;  you encourage them, and 

you listen to their cry. 

2. Pray for grace and mercy to be present in the persecuted church. 

 Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with 

them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 

3. Pray that the persecuted church would overcome and be encouraged by knowing Jesus 

has overcome the world.  

 I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 

world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 
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➔ Will you commit to praying for the international persecuted church on a regular basis? 

How can we help you keep this commitment?  

Pastor Kenneth interviewed Julie Samuel, who faced persecution while a Christian growing up in 

Pakistan.  She said she was able to endure her traumatic experiences by remembering that Jesus 

gave up His breath forever for her. She knew Jesus continued to give breath in the midst of the 

traumatic experiences and subsequent healings in her life.  

 


