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Pastor Kenneth J. Spiller • December 11, 2022 

Pastor Kenneth shared some of the questions he might want to ask some of the people in the 

Bible.  

 ➔ Is there a question that is a curiosity to you or you would like to know the answer? Something 

like “Did Jonah ever eat fish again?” or “Did Peter ever try to walk on water again?” 

➔ Are there questions you just want to ask God? 

Pastor Kenneth then shared some questions that he would like to ask Joseph.  

 ➔ Are there questions that you would like to ask Joseph or other participants in the Christmas 

story?  

 ➔ Are there people in the Bible that you wonder what happened to after their story? For example, 

Joseph is last mentioned when Jesus was 12 years old. In Luke 2: 36-38, Anna blesses the Christ 

child at the young age of 84 years. In Acts 9:36-41, Tabitha is healed. What happens next to each of 

these people?  

 ➔ If others remembered you for only one or two events in your life, what would these events be? 

 One thing we do know about Joseph is that every time he is mentioned in the New Testament, he 

is obeying God. (Matthew 1:18-25; Matthew 2:13-15: Matthew 2:19-23) 

Here is the beginning of his story.  

In this text there are four movements.  
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This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 

through the Holy Spirit. 

This is a very familiar story and it is easy to miss the impact and enormity of this event. A virgin will 

have a child, a fulfillment of prophecy in a rather unique way: 

a pregnant teenager. Pastor Kenneth raised several 

questions that Mary might have had after she was 

impregnated by the Holy Spirit. Questions like: 

• What would people think about a pregnant 

teenager betrothed to be married?  

• What would Joseph think?  

• What would people think?  

Mary’s response is found in Luke 1:38, “Behold the 

bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to 

your word.” (NASB) 

➔ Would this have been what you said to the angel Gabriel when he appeared to you? Gabriel 

tells Mary to not be afraid. Would you have been as calm?  

➔ What questions would you have if you were Mary? 

➔ What would you feel like if you were Mary? 

➔ How would you tell Joseph? Your parents? Your friends?  

We sang the song “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” on Sunday morning. Charles Wesley wrote these 

words, “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased with man with man to 

dwell Jesus our Emmanuel”. This was Mary’s child.  

That’s the incarnation of Jesus, of God becoming a human, and it is one of the greatest miracles in 

the Bible. This baby was going to be Mary's most significant accomplishment. This child that Mary 

would give birth to would be her biggest achievement and would change the world.  

➔ What is your greatest achievement? How has it changed your community?  

➔ Can you grasp the enormity of Mary’s achievement? If you were Mary, what would you have 

felt at this realization?  

Tell me, how many times can 
this story be told? 

After all of these years, it 
should all sound so old 

But it somehow rings true in 
the back of my mind 

As I search for a dream that 
words can no longer define.  

-Trans-Siberian Orchestra, 
“What Child Is This?” 
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Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

Pastor Kenneth explained the cultural context of begin engaged at the time of Joseph and Mary. 

Once engaged, a couple was considered to married and the only way to separate was to divorce. 

Imagine the dilemma for Joseph when Mary tells him that she is pregnant and it was the Holy Spirit 

who impregnated her.  

➔ What questions would you have had if you were Joseph? 

➔ What questions would you have had for God when you heard Mary’s news?  

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 

him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to 

fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

As a carpenter Joseph was used to having a plan and knowing the plan. When the angel speaks to 

Joseph, the angel tells him four truths.  

• Jesus is the redeemer sent from God. 

• Jesus is the Savior. 

• Jesus is the One prophesied Messiah.  

• Jesus is Immanuel, God with us  

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded 

him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave 

birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.  

Joseph obeyed. He didn’t ask to know more or for more time. Joseph obeyed. It may not have 

made sense to him but he obeyed what God said. 

➔ Have you ever been is a situation where what God says does not make sense?  
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➔ Has God ever told you to do something and you don’t know the next steps? Do you take the 

risk or have more questions for God?  

Joseph had his questions, but he did what God said anyway. This leads us to the big idea this 

morning: Joseph didn’t know everything, but he obeyed everything he knew. Every time we 

read about Joseph being told to do something by God, he obeyed.  

• Joseph obeyed God when it didn’t make sense - When the angel told Joseph to marry 

Mary, he obeyed. (Matthew 1:24) He married Mary who was carrying a baby that was not 

his. He obeyed.  

• Joseph obeyed God when it required sacrifice – Later, when the angel told Joseph to flee 

to Egypt to escape King Herod, he obeyed. (Matthew 2:13-14) Moving his family to a 

foreign country required sacrifice as they would be outsiders with a new language and 

new customs. He obeyed.  

• Joseph obeyed God when it was disruptive - When the angel told Joseph to return to 

Israel from Egypt; he obeyed. (Matthew 2:19-23) He had to move his family again to a 

new part of Israel, Nazareth. He wasn’t going home. He obeyed. 

Joseph didn’t know everything, but he obeyed what he knew. Joseph’s obedience saved 

Christmas.  

Pastor Kenneth told a story of his son’s David’s obedience to God’s voice regarding sponsoring a 

child through Compassion International. While it does not make sense for a 15 year old to make 

this financial commitment like this for an extended period of time, David obeyed what he heard God 

telling him to do. David’s obedience has changed a boy’s life.  

➔ What will the result of your obedience be? 

➔ How do you respond to God’s word to you?  

➔ Do you obey God when it doesn’t make sense? 

➔ Do you obey God when it requires sacrifice sense? 

➔ Do you obey God when it’s disruptive? 

 

 

Our greatest 
challenge with God’s 

commands isn’t 
understanding them 
but obeying them.  

-Pastor Deron Spoo 
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