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Pastor Kenneth J. Spiller • December 18, 2022 

Pastor Kenneth told a story about a big green truck and making room for everyone to fit in it so they 

could have lunch off the school campus that day.  

 ➔ Have you ever made something work so that no one felt left out?  

➔ Did it have the intended consequence of everyone feeling included?  

➔ How do you make room for others today?  

The morning’s text focused on a place that didn’t have room for Jesus. Mary and Joseph had to 

make something work. Many of us know this story as the 

story of the innkeeper.  

Luke began this section of his gospel by mentioning Caesar 

Augustus because he wanted his audience to know the story 

of Jesus was not a myth. Caesar Augustus (Octavian) ruled 

the known world. He was the great-nephew of Julius Caesar 

and clawed his way to power by defeating Mark Antony and 

Cleopatra at the battle of Actium in 31 B.C. He then created 

a system of government that solidified the Roman Empire for 

generations.  

He was given the title Augustus which meant “holy,” and up 

to that time, that title was reserved for the gods. Under Augustus’ rule, the Caesars were worshiped 

as one of the gods. Augustus was called the ‘savior,” and an inscription called Augustus the “savior 

of the whole world.” Augustus defeated his enemies and brought about peace for 40 years. The 

Roman peace was a peace by the sword. Thus, he was considered the savior who brought peace to 

The baby Mary carried 
was not a Caesar, a man 

who would become a 
god, but a far greater 

wonder – the true God 
who had become man!  

-Theologian Kent Hughes 
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the world. In this cultural atmosphere, Luke dares to call Jesus the Savior and Christ  

Caesar Augustus’ peace was expensive. The Romans took a census every 14 years to provide for 

the military to ensure the peace that Augustus had won remained in place. A Roman census was 

given for two reasons: to tax people and assess who was eligible for military service. Since Jews 

were exempt from military service, this census could only mean one thing: more taxes. That’s why 

Joseph and Mary made the trip back to Bethlehem. The distance from Nazareth to Bethlehem is 80

-90 miles.  

 ➔ Have you ever traveled 80-90 miles 

on a donkey? Or on foot?  

 ➔ If yes, what did you feel like when 

you arrived at your destination? If no, 

what do you think it would feel like 

when you arrived at your destination?  

When they arrived in Bethlehem after their 

long journey, Mary and Joseph were 

exhausted from their journey but not only 

that, the birthing pains had begun. Not 

only were they tired from a long journey, 

not only were they far from home, not 

only were they alone, but now there was 

another problem, there was no room for 

them. That’s when we read these distressing words from Luke 2:6-7: While they were there, the 

time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him 

in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. There 

was no room for them. So they went to the only space available to them: a barn.  

This wasn’t an elegant barn and was probably one of Bethlehem’s limestone caves that housed 

animals. The cave was smelly, unsanitary, and certainly a place where no child should be born. This 

was humiliating, especially compared to Heaven's splendor from which Christ had come.  

Why was there no room in the inn or guest room?  

• Maybe the law of supply and demand – Bethlehem was packed, and people needed 

places to stay.  

• Maybe the innkeeper was busy – he had some much to do, and the busyness got the 

best of him. 

It was not a silent night;  
there was blood on the ground 
You could hear a woman cry,  

in the alleyways that night 
On the streets of David's town 

And the stable was not clean,  
and the cobblestones were cold 

And little Mary full of grace,  
with the tears upon her face 

Had no mother's hand to hold 

It was a labor of pain; it was a cold sky above 
But for the girl on the ground in the dark 

With every beat of her beautiful heart 
It was a labor of love.  

-Andrew Peterson, “Labor of Love” 
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• Maybe he didn’t know about the Jewish Messiah – he certainly didn’t know that this was the 

Messiah.  

• Maybe the innkeeper didn’t make room because he just didn’t want to. 

While we do not know why, here is what we do know: the innkeeper missed Jesus.  

Pastor Kenneth told the story of two prowlers who broke into a department store and switched the 

price tags. It was not notice for four hours after the store opened the next day. Why? The 

employees were not paying attention and people purchased an expensive camera for the cost of a 

greeting card or an outboard motor for the price of a paperback.  

The innkeeper missed out because he wasn’t paying attention. If he had only known, he would have 

done whatever it took to make room for Jesus. This is the big idea Jesus made room for you; will 

you make room for Him? Are we missing Jesus?  

We can ask ourselves three big questions to help us discover if we are not making room for Jesus.  

➔ Are you looking for God?  

➔ How might Jesus show up in your life? 

Since the inn and manger are in the same sentence, 

they’re likely owned by the same person. If that’s 

true, he gave Jesus his leftovers. He didn’t give God 

his best or even more than he gave to himself; he 

offered a barn.  

➔ What do you give Jesus? 

➔ Do you make room for Jesus?  

➔ How often do you give God leftovers? 

I only did what you have done, 
a 1000 times or more 
When Joseph came to 

Bethlehem and knocked upon 
my door 

I did not turn the Christ away or 
leave him there bereft 

Like you, I only gave him 
whatever I had left!  

-The Innkeeper’s Poem  
(author unknown) 
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Guests like addictions, comfort from overindulging, a religious system, or a desire to live life your 

way. Other guests like a savings account, a dream, retirement. 

➔ Who or what is killing the work of God in your life?  

➔ What guests do you entertain that make the presence of God impossible?  

Pastor Kenneth gave us these ways to make room for Jesus.  

• Sit with your bible and read it slowly.  

• Pray every single day. Set aside time to sit with Jesus and talk to Him.  

• Find a place to serve. 

• Find a person to bless. 

• Give God your Netflix time. Give God your social media time.  

• Help someone who can’t help you in return. 

 

 


