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Pastor Chelsea Haines, Pastor Kenny Boggs, & Pastor Kenneth J. Spiller • December 25, 2022 

Pastor Chelsea invited us to consider how good we are at waiting. There are things which we are 

willing to wait for like a ride at Disney World. There are other things we tolerate like rush hour traffic 

and a line at a really good restaurant. Still, waiting is hard.   

 ➔ What is something that you have really had to wait for?  

➔ How did you spend your time while you were waiting?  

➔ When the wait was over what did you think, feel, or do? Was it worth the wait?  

Today’s text focuses on a man who spent his entire life 

waiting.  The man we are talking about is Simeon. Simeon 

comes from the Hebrew word “shema” and means hearing. 

Simeon heard something that brought hope to his heart and 

joy to his life: he was promised he wouldn’t die before seeing 

the Lord’s Messiah. Simeon was waiting for the Messiah and 

was described as righteous and devout as he was waiting (v. 

25). What the text does not tell us is what Simeon did while 

he was waiting. We do know that he listened to the Holy 

Spirit (v. 26-27) and did what the Holy Spirit told him.  

Pastor Chelsea shared how Simeon didn’t waste his waiting. 

Instead, he leaned into the Holy Spirit and got to know God 

better. She shared the story of a man she met at a church in Myanmar several years ago, who had 

been blinded by cataracts. While he spent his days in literal darkness, waiting to meet his Savior 

and once again see the light, this man prayed fervently over the church in Myanmar. He didn’t 

So, while I wait,  
I will worship Lord,  

I'll worship Your name 
Though I don't have  

all the answers  
Still I trust You  

all the same  

-Lincoln Brewster 
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waste his waiting. 

 ➔ If you are in a season of waiting in your life, how do you spend your time? Do you lean in 

closer to God, dig deeper into His word, engage more frequently in prayer, get to know God better 

and trust that God will reveal the purpose for your waiting to you, just as He did Simeon? 

 ➔ When we began 2022, we were waiting for God to reveal our next lead pastor. Thinking back 

on it, what did you do during this time of waiting? 

We sang “While I Wait” in worship this morning. We sang this song often earlier this year as we 

waited for our new lead pastor. The song tells us how Simeon and the man Pastor Chelsea met 

waited. This song reminds that waiting can feel like darkness sometimes. But when we trust that 

one day the light will be revealed to us, and actively pursue that light in our waiting, our waiting 

doesn’t have to be wasted.  

Pastor Kenny reminded us that Simeon’s life teaches us that 

God keeps His promises. To see the promises fulfilled we need 

to have three attitudes.  

1. We need to wait in expectation for the promise’s fulfillment. 

As we wait, we must prepare.  Simeon prepared by waiting in 

the temple. Parkgate did this last week as we took that “seed 

the plant” offering. As we wait for God’s direction in planting a new church we are preparing for 

the plant.  

2. God can fulfill His promises. God made a promise to Simeon through the Holy Spirit. Simeon 

heard and obeyed the Holy Spirit. Think about what his name means (hearing).  

➔ What does it look like to be in conversation with the Holy Spirit, and to hear his voice so well, 

that you are this in step with the Him every day?  

➔ God  may have used Simeon to bless many other people. How many people does God put in 

your path to bless just because you are listening to God? 

3. Promises don’t always look the way that we expect them to. The baby Jesus may not have 

been the Messiah that Simeon was expecting to meet. Whatever ideas Simeon had about what 

this meant, he didn’t get so caught up on his own dreams that he missed God’s promise being 

fulfilled. 

If we want His 
promises, we have to 

trust His process. 

-Pastor Soo Ji Alvarez 
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Pastor Kenny shared how his call into ministry did not go as he expected, but as he listened and 

took each step God confirmed His call and led him to Parkgate. Pastor Kenneth preached about 

this same topic on August 7, 2022. He quoted Mark Batterson who said “Faith is taking the first 

step before God reveals the second step.” This is the faith that Pastor Kenny took in hearing God 

call him to ministry and leading him to Parkgate. It is the faith that Simeon lived out. It is faith that 

is worth the risk and wait.  

➔ What promise has God given to you to hold onto as you walk in obedience and listen to His 

voice? 

➔ What did you feel, think, and do when the promise came true or what will you feel, think, and do 

when it comes true?  

Pastor Kenneth shared about a book titled Not Quite what I was Planning. The book is filled with 

six-word memoirs by writers “famous and obscure.” Here are a couple of examples: 

• Cursed with cancer. Blessed with friends. (This one was written not by a wise, old 

grandmother but by a nine-year-old boy with thyroid cancer.) 

• Not a good Christian, but trying. 

Life has a funny way of going, not quite like we planned. The birth of Jesus would certainly fit into 

that description too.  

➔ What from the story of Jesus’ birth did not go as planned? Not just from this message but from 

previous ones as well?  

➔ What in your life has not gone as you planned? 

During this section, we see that God always has a plan, even if we don’t see it. There’s a plan, even 

if it's not quite what we were planning.  

The song that this stranger, Simeon, sang made Joseph and Mary marvel. This song and all of the 

other events in the Christmas story confirmed what had been told to them: that this child was 

special. This child was part of God’s amazing plan.  

Jesus would cause many to fall and rise. He would preach a gospel that demands sacrifice, 

surrender, and a choice: God’s way or your way. Jesus humbled the proud, the rich, and the 

powerful and raised the weak, the poor, and the powerless. Simeon also says that Jesus' ministry 

will create a sharp division in the world. The references of people “rising and falling,” the secrets of 

people's hearts being revealed, and a sword piercing Mary’s soul are all part of God’s plan. While it 



 4 

 

doesn’t always make sense, and we seldom see the big picture, God is always at work and always 

has a plan. God always has a plan, even if we don’t see it. 

Pastor Kenneth shared a story about a prayer in a southern church one day that illustrated that we 

can trust God because He has a plan and knows what He’s doing. We were then challenged to think 

about these questions: 

➔ Do you trust Him when you have to wait? 

➔ Do you trust Him when the promises aren’t coming true fast enough?  

➔ Do you trust Him when you can’t see the bigger picture ?  

➔ How did you make room for Jesus this Advent Season? How will you make room for Him in 

2023?   


