
 1 

 

Pastor Jim Feirtag • March 5, 2023 

Pastor Jim Feirtag, our former senior pastor, joined us for a special worship service celebrating the 

ten year anniversary of the merger between Parkgate Community Church and Burke Road Church.  

Pastor Jim asked us the question “Have you ever said yes to someone when you wanted to say 

no?” A couple of examples of times this has been true for him were when he helped move 

someone out 3-story apartment in August and when offered rooster stew in Hungary. 

➔ Have you ever said yes to someone when you wanted to say no? 

We know we should always say yes to Jesus, but there are times when all we want to do is say no. 

Pastor Jim gave several examples from the Bible when we might want to say no to Jesus. Jesus 

said “You cannot serve God and money.” He said, “Forgive others and you will be forgiven. Don’t 

forgive others and you won’t be forgiven.” He said, “If you want to follow me, you must deny 

yourself, take up your cross and follow me.” In each of those cases, there is at least part of us that 

wants to say no or find another way.  

In John 6:35, Jesus says if we come to Him, we will never be hungry or thirsty again. Who wouldn’t 

say yes to that? Pastor Jim shared that the merger that we’re celebrating began over bread – garlic 

bread and pizza dough, to be specific, at an area pastors luncheon at Pipeline Pizza. At one 

particular lunch, Pastor Ken Boggs (Burke Road Church) shared with Pastor Jim about some major 

transitions he believed Burke needed to go through, transitions that would not be easy. Pastor Jim 

remembered that, after he first came on staff at Parkgate, many people told him that in the 1980s 

our two churches talked about coming together, but for whatever reason it fell through. Pastor Jim 
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mentioned that to Pastor Ken and said if Burke Road leaders were serious, maybe Pastor Ken and 

Pastor Jim should talk. The next week Pastor Ken came back and said he told his leaders about 

Jim’s idea and they loved it. From that point on, a 

series of God-ordained and God-directed 

conversations led to the two congregations 

coming together in March 2013.  

➔ Have you ever been in a meeting with 

someone and felt the result of the meeting to be 

God-ordained? How did you know?  

As Parkgate and Burke Road began the merging 

process, the leadership came up with the slogan 

1 + 1 = ONE. It represented two churches 

becoming one distinct spiritual family for the 

purpose of fulfilling the one mission Jesus gave 

us!  

Pastor Jim shared that as we merged, we looked at John 6:35 because we believed that 1 + 1 = 

ONE meant coming to Jesus and leading others to do the same. An easy yes … or was it?   

Pastor Jim then helped us explore the context of John 6:35. In John 6:1-15, the crowds came to 

Jesus for His miracles. He miraculously fed over 5,000 people. In John 6:25-34, the crowds are 

looking for Jesus because they are hungry again.  

The Greek language has two words for life: (1) bios = our physical existence and (2) zoe = fullness 

of life in the physical, emotional and spiritual. The crowds think real life is to never have to worry 

about bread again. They want Jesus to give them zoe in something that is just bios. Bios can be 

anything that is a God-substitute for us. If we seek zoe in something that is just bios, it will always 

let us down. Bios never satisfies.  

Jesus answers them with John 6:27. Bios may never satisfy, but zoe in Jesus does. In John 6:35, 

Jesus is offering them true life – zoe – that really satisfies. He is the bread from heaven that they 

have been seeking. Zoe in Jesus isn’t the absence of bios. All the bios in this life are just as real. 

Zoe in Jesus means that we have an identity in Him that isn’t based in bios. That helps us weather 

the changes that come in life because our identity is zoe in Jesus. If we are successful, we can stay 

humble and grateful. And if we fail or lose things, we have a grounding that keeps us from despair. 

All the bios in this world is just our servant, not our Lord. Jesus is our Lord and zoe is in Him! We 

say no to Jesus when we want bios more.  

➔ What in your life do you thing you might want more than the life (zoe) that Jesus offers?  

We believe that God is directing us to join 
forces for the common cause of the Gospel. 
We think that the Spirit is showing us that 
together, combining our mutual efforts and 

resources, we will be more equipped to 
reach our full redemptive potential. We 

trust this joining of forces can and will be a 
catalyst for a spiritual revival in what will 
be our new, combined spiritual family, and 
we are certain that this revival will reach 

hundreds and potentially thousands of lives 
for Jesus Christ.   

-Merger Press Release, 2013 
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ordained? How did you know?  

➔ What things in your life (bios) do you have as a result of your life (zoe) in Jesus?  

Jesus says that we gain zoe by:  

(1) Coming to Him. That means a personal relationship. 

(2) Believing in Him. To believe in Jesus is to love Him. To love Him is to obey Him — it is to pattern 

your life around His life.  

Pastor Jim reminded us that swallowing something awful is hard like cough medicine, a huge pill, 

or a food you hate. Jesus next tells his followers and us that sometimes the bread of life is hard to 

swallow. 

➔ When has it been hard for you to swallow the bread of life? 

In John 6:41-58 Jesus gives two choices to His offer of the bread of life:  

 

“Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. –John 6:43  

In the same way that their ancestors rebelled against God in the Exodus, the people are rebelling 

against Jesus now. They want bios more than Jesus and will not come to Him or believe in Him. 

You and I can do the same thing. Jesus says we are to feed on the bread of life, yet we grumble. 

We grumble:  

• when we don’t have time for daily scripture and prayer. 

• when we critique the worship service by complaining about the music and or it taking too 

long. 

• when we don’t think we have the money to be generous.  

• when we reject God’s gift of sabbath rest in Him because He clearly doesn’t know how 

busy we are.  

• when we don’t serve others, but we want someone else to do that part.  

• when we tell God it will cost too much to be people of justice. 

Grumbling is easy and many do it. John 6:66 tells us where grumbling leads: “From this time many 

of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him It leads to spiritual death.”  

➔ What are some areas of your life where you need to change your attitude and not grumble? 
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➔ Does knowing that spiritual death results from grumbling make it easier for you to not 

grumble? 

 

“But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone 

may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from 

heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my 

flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” -John 6:50-51  

Jesus is saying that life in Him is an all or nothing deal. The word eat 

is describing giving a starving man a steak dinner followed by pie 

and ice cream and then telling that same starving man that it’s just the tip of the iceberg and more 

gourmet meals are going to follow every day for the rest of his life. You eagerly feed on Jesus 

because you have tasted Him and know He alone is the real thing. Consuming Jesus leads to 

eternal life.  

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 

have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” -John 6:68-69 

Once again, our words for the merger were 1 + 1 = ONE. 

Pastor Jim asked us to consider these questions: 

➔ How have our actions as a church interpreted these words over the past ten years? 

➔ How could our actions as a church interpret these words going forward? 

Following Jesus is not always an easy yes. Sometimes the bread of life is hard to swallow. 

Our actions demonstrate that we are following Jesus and saying yes, when we might want to say 

no. Pastor Jim shared several events in the life of our spiritual family where we say yes, even 

knowing that the bread of life is hard to swallow.  We can celebrate these actions as we celebrate 

what God began in 2013, continues in 2023, and will continue to do in the future.  

As he closed, Pastor Jim reminded us what feeding on the bread of life looks like: 

• Feeding on the bread of life looks like a deep and enduring commitment to a body of people. 

We have to check our preferences at the door.  

• Feeding on the bread of life looks like loving enough to learn a people. We have to check our 

passivity at the door. 

• Feeding on the bread of life looks like loving people enough to suffer with them. We have to 

Actions don’t just speak 
louder than words. They 

interpret them.   
-Andy Stanley 
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check our avoidance at the door. 

• Feeding on the bread of life looks like extending hospitality to the stranger. We have to check 

our comfort at the door. 

• Feeding on the bread of life means being submissive to our spiritual family. We have to check 

our defensiveness at the door. 

• Feeding on the bread of life means helping the least of these. We have to check our politics at 

the door. 

• Feeding on the bread of life means growing as servants. We have to check our convenience at 

the door.  

• Feeding on the bread of life means being on Jesus’ mission. We have to check our mission at 

the door. 

➔ Which of these traits do you need to grow in? What do you need to learn to “check” at the 

door? How might you go about doing this? 

➔ How will these checks improve your relationships in your earthly family, as well as your 

spiritual family?  

Pastor Jim recalled that someone once said the merger was like giving birth: painful, messy and 

hard at times — but beautiful. He compared that to any church family. A church family is a group of 

broken people growing in Christ and experiencing growing pains together. Merging two different 

families meant even more growing pains, but God was in it, He is still in it, and He will continue to 

be in it.  

Pastor Jim ended the message with these words of encouragement and challenge for us: “I am 

absolutely convinced that the future of Parkgate is bright as long as the core spirit of 1 + 1 = ONE 

lives on. Then the stories of the last ten years are a spring-board into the future, not an anchor to 

the past.” 

➔ What do you hope will happen in the life of your spiritual family in these next ten years?  

➔ How might things get messy, painful, or hard while simultaneously still being beautiful?  


