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Pastor Chelsea Haines • March 12, 2023 

Pastor Chelsea began by sharing that she has had opportunities to live in three different regions of 

the United States: the Pacific Northwest, the Midwest, and now the South. Each area has had 

interesting distinctions like accents, food, and what you learn in school.   

➔ If you have lived in another part of the country or world, what are some distinctions or 

things that you miss about living in that area?  

Pastor Chelsea shared that because she grew up in the Pacific Northwest, she learned a lot about 

volcanoes in school — especially Mount St. Helens, located in Washington state. On May 18, 1980, 

Mount St. Helens went from a popular recreational spot to the location of a massive explosive 

eruption. 

Like hurricanes, volcanic eruptions give some warnings that they may soon explode. This helps 

people prepare. In the case of Mount St. Helens, several precursor earthquakes signaled an 

impending eruption. The Washington state governor at the time declared a state of emergency and 

outlined a “red zone” surrounding Mount St. Helens. Anyone caught inside this red zone faced fines 

and/or jail time. While some folks were initially upset about losing access to their property, with 

every additional earthquake, the necessity to evacuate became clearer.  

However, one man refused to comply. This man, named Harry R. Truman (not to be confused with 

former U.S. president Harry S. Truman), was the owner and caretaker of Mount St. Helens Lodge at 

Spirit Lake, near the base of the mountain. Truman felt like everyone was overreacting and stayed 

put, despite ongoing geological warnings and attempted interventions from law enforcement.  
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Truman’s life ended when the volcano erupted and killed somewhere around 57 people. Was 

Truman’s attachment to this place and his stuff worth dying for? 

Pastor Chelsea then shared that not humans refusing to give up their stuff is not a new problem. 

She shared the story of the remains of a woman found in Pompeii following the eruption of Mount 

Vesuvius. The woman was clutching jewels. The jewels had been perfectly preserved, but the 

woman was gone.  

We have started a new series called “Hold On, Jesus … “ In it, we’re exploring those passages of 

scripture where Jesus says or does something that causes His audience to throw up a hand and 

say, “Whoa! Hold on, Jesus …”  

Today’s passage is an example of this. It’s the story of the Rich Young Ruler, found in Mark 10:17-

31. 

Like Harry R. Truman at Mount St. Helens and the woman in Pompeii, the young man interacting 

with Jesus here is also attached to his stuff. The refusal to let go ends up costing each of these 

individuals everything.  

Throughout today’s passage, we’ll return to this central, big idea: Saying yes to Jesus requires full 

surrender of our stuff. As we explore the passage, we see that Jesus also shows us what full 

surrender requires.  

Today’s story appears in 3 of the 4 gospels. (Mark 10:17-31; Matthew 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30) If a 

story or theme keeps showing up in the Bible, we should probably pay attention! Jesus knew that 

the issue of love of stuff would be one which humans would always wrestle.  

While the “stuff” Jesus is referring to in the context of this passage is material wealth and 

possessions, stuff can also be:  

• that relationship that pulls your further and further away from God,  

• that obsession to be in control and have the power,  

• that insatiable desire for popularity, to be the most liked – even if it is only indicated by hearts 

on a screen,  

• that addiction you just can’t seem to shake – or, perhaps more accurately, refuse to shake.  

Stuff can also be good things when we struggle to fully surrender them to God: our family, our 

marriage, our friendships, our career. 

➔ What stuff do you struggle to fully surrender to Jesus? 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 
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teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” –Mark 10:17 

We do not know this man’s name or much about him. Matthew says he is young, Luke says he is 

wealthy and a ruler, Mark says he is rich. However, something is missing in his life. He asks Jesus 

what he must do to inherit eternal life. This man’s desire to receive eternal life is by no means 

wrong. What is wrong is his assumption that he himself can do anything to inherit eternal life. 

Eternal life is only available to us as an undeserved, unearned gift of grace through Jesus Christ. 

And since this man just asked how to inherit eternal life from that grace-filled gift giver, well, his 

world is about to get turned upside down.  

 

In calling Jesus good, the rich young man is attempting to flatter Jesus. Jesus immediately rejects 

this – not because He’s denying His own goodness, but because He’s curious if the young man 

knows exactly who it is he’s addressing. Does this young man recognize that Jesus is God? Is he 

willing to accept the responsibilities that come along with calling 

Jesus Lord? Are we? 

Next, Jesus uses the law to try and produce a knowledge of sin in this 

man. This young man apparently doesn’t believe he has sinned! Full 

surrender requires honesty. If saying yes to Jesus requires full 

surrender of our stuff, and full surrender requires honesty, then we 

have to have difficult conversations with ourselves about the reality 

of our sin. Romans 3:23 tells us, “For all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God.” 

➔ Are you honest about the condition of your heart?  

➔ What sins in your life might you be downplaying? 

➔ What is God asking you to release to Him that you’re refusing to let go of? 

 

 

Jesus answered this man’s brazen statement not with indignation or 

frustration, but with love. Jesus loves this man too much to let him 

stay stuck in this old way of thinking and wrong way of living. Jesus 

is calling this man to deeper discipleship, to true obedience.  

Full surrender requires obedience and radical obedience, at that.  

Wouldn’t you have loved 
to have seen Jesus’ 

expression when this guy 
had the audacity to claim 

a spotless record?   
-Max Lucado 

The law is a mirror that 
shows us how dirty we 

are, but the mirror cannot 
wash us. One purpose of 

the law is to bring the 
sinner to Christ.   

-Warren W. Wiersbe 



 4 

 

Anyone in the audience that day who overheard Jesus’ interaction with this man would have 

recognized His charge to sell everything, give to the poor, and follow as a radical request. Jesus is 

asking, “Okay, so you say you’ve followed all the commands – but do you really love your neighbor? 

Are you willing to give up everything for them? More than that, are you willing to give up everything 

for me?” 

The man’s response is, unfortunately, no. This is his, “Hold on, Jesus … “ moment and he can’t 

move past it. 

 Obedience means saying yes to Jesus, even when we want to say no. Obedience means going 

when Jesus says go. It means heeding His warning signs and getting out before the mountain son 

sin in our life explodes. 

➔ Where is your “stuff” leading you to disobedience? 

➔ Where are you struggling to obey God? 

 

And now we come to the disciples’ “Hold on, Jesus …” moment. Mosaic law taught that the 

possession of great wealth meant you had found favor in the eyes of God. In other words, if you 

obeyed God, you gained wealth, so the young ruler being rich meant that he must have been 

obedient … right?  

Not only does full surrender require obedience – it also requires sacrifice.  

While it was a common Old Testament interpretation that riches were a sign of God’s blessing, 

Jesus is now revealing that riches are actually a test of people’s devotion. And the rich young ruler 

wasn’t willing to sacrifice his riches. But full surrender requires sacrifice. 

Jesus points out how specifically material stuff – wealth and possessions – can make 

surrendering to Jesus difficult. Jesus uses the analogy of fitting a camel, the largest animal in the 

Holy Land, through the eye of a needle as being as difficult as having great wealth and choosing to 

follow Jesus.  

We often equate having wealth and possessions with security and 

abundance. If we can find security and abundance in things, then 

what would we need with Jesus? We begin to believe that everything 

can be had for a price – even our salvation.  

All of us have a “stuff” that threatens to keep us from total 

commitment to Jesus. All of us have a “more, more, more” mentality 

about something in our lives that isn’t of God. It’s time to sacrifice 

Even those who know in 
their heads that money 

does not buy happiness or 
heaven still wish in their 

hearts that they had more.    
-David E. Garland 
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our stuff to Jesus.  

➔ What is Jesus asking you to let go of and sacrifice to Him? 

 

Here, Jesus is reminding His disciples that it’s only by God’s grace that they are saved – and that 

saying yes to Him requires full surrender. And full surrender requires trust. 

Each day saying yes to Jesus is a new exercise in trusting in His plan.  

➔ Do you believe that what Jesus says is true — that giving up everything to follow Him will result  

in blessings in the present life and in eternity? 

In our culture, skepticism is often celebrated. Harry R. Truman’s (the man from Mount St. Helens) 

skepticism or lack of trust was celebrated but didn’t do anything to protect him from the volcanic 

eruption. A life fully surrendered to Jesus requires us to set aside our skepticism and to enter a 

deeper trust of Him. Pastor Chelsea shared how she has been the recipient of many blessings as 

she has moved forward obeying God and trusting Him each step of the way.  

➔ What do you need to entrust to God today? 

➔ Where are you battling skepticism when it comes to following God? 

➔ How will entrusting God with your stuff lead you to fuller surrender? 

Saying yes to Jesus requires full surrender of our stuff. Full surrender requires honesty. It 

requires obedience. It requires sacrifice. And it requires trust. . 

If you need help in surrendering something today, our pastoral staff is ready to help. Please contact 

them at kspiller@parkgate.org; chaines@parkgate.org, kboggs@parkgate.org.  

mailto:kspiller@parkgate.org
mailto:chaines@parkgate.org
mailto:kboggs@parkgate.org

